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2 & 4. Larry Jewelry Hearts ruby and
diamonds necklace and earrings;
3. Picchiotti Spider Orchid flower
brooch in brilliant cut diamonds, pear-
shaped Burma ruby and oval sapphires

f you are one for colour, you will be
pleased to know that there are many
gems that come in various shades of
colours. These precious, long-lasting gems
are not only pretty to look at, but can be
easily mixed and matched with your attire.

RED
Red has always been a longstanding symbol
of passion, love, and romance. As such, red
gemstones have been perceived as gifts with
romantic connotations. Some well-known
gems are the ruby and the tourmaline.

The red aura of rubies is a strong

testament of power. While some rubies are
pinkish or slightly violet-red in nature, most
look for those in vibrant red. View them
under incandescent light for a good gauge
as rubies look best under such lighting.
Mainstream tourmalines are not only
available in various shades of red, but also
in shades of green, blue and yellow. They
may show two or more colours within
a stone, and these colours can display
nuances according to the light source. As
such, no two tourmalines are alike. Proper
lighting will enhance their colour, and the
red tourmaline looks bright and better
under incandescent light.
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ORANGE
Like its red sister, orange expresses warmth
and energy — to a lesser extent. Due to the
eye-catching nature of the colour, it is also
often used for cautioning others against
danger. As such, an orange gemstone like
citrine portrays these qualities.

Derived from the French word for lemon
(citron), many citrines are yellow, gold or

orange brown. Citrine is transparent with

a vitreous lustre. It is available in a wide
range of calibrated sizes as well as very
large sizes. In ancient times, it was carried
as a protection against snake venom and
evil thoughts. It is now used to symbolise
joy and happiness. One of the most
affordable gemstones, citrine is inexpensive
compared with most gems.

5. Graffiti ring st
amethysts, aquamarin
from Ponte Vecchio Gioié
diamond pendant with
yellow citrine in the
from Raima
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YELLOW
Yellow emphasises the finer things in life —
prosperity, royalty, mysticism and idealism.
Yellow diamonds and moonstones are
therefore expensive and sought after.
Yellow diamonds are cherished for their
subtly dramatic appeal, and their unique
glow. The yellow colour — from the palest
tint to vivid canary to warm gold and
orange - is the result of nitrogen found in
the earth millions of years ago.
Besides yellow, moonstones come
in an assortment of colours, ranging
from white, green, brown, grey to near
black. Moonstones’ internal structure
scatters light that hits them and creates

7. Dehres diamond earrings
with yellow diamond accents;
8. Graff Diamonds yellow
diamond pendants;

9 9. The Marily ring by Picchiotti

a phenomenon known as adularescence,
creating a visual effect resembling a full
moon shining through the clouds. Some
moonstones also display the cat's-eye
effect (chatoyancy) and even four-ray stars
(asterism). Therefore, it is not surprising
that the moonstone is shrouded in
mysticism. Some believe that you can see
your future if you place a moonstone in
your mouth during the full moon.
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GREEN

Green represents good luck, health and

is known to have calming effects. First
dedicated by the ancients to the Goddess
Venus, green still holds an important status
in many cultures and religions. Some of
the most well-known green gemstones
are jade and emerald.

Known as the toughest of all
gemstones, jade is also one of the
oldest known gemstones. It has
been appreciated throughout
history as an object of ritual, and
later, as a symbol of wealth and The emerald is a beryl gemstone. Pure
imperialism. Today, jade is often beryl is colourless, but emerald is vividly
used for art and personal adornments. Jade  green due to chrome traces. The world’s
comes in six main colours: green, lavender, most beautiful emeralds have a warm
red, yellow, white and black; green being velvety yellowish green colour. Emeralds
the most important and desirable. typically sport the elongated-octagon
shape. This is due to their trap-cut (also
known as emerald cut) which features
truncated corners.

10. Emerald Collection by
Staurino Fratell; 11. Vine Leaf clip from Van
Cleef & Arpels, set with emeralds in ‘mystery
setting’; 12. White gold ring set with
emeralds from de Grisogono; 13. Jade and
diamond ring in 18K white gold
by On Cheong
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14. Larry Jewelry, Arabian Dream
earrings in diamonds and sapphires;
15. Larry Jewelry, Fantasy ring;
16. Mario gold and
aquamarine necklace

BLUE a4
Blue, like green, has a calming ‘ax
effect. It symbolises peace, stability

and loyalty. The blue sapphire is almost
identical to the ruby, except for one key sapphires are deemed the most desirable
component - their colours. Sapphires existin  and expensive of the entire sapphire family.
an assortment of colours. The word sapphire  Graduating from light pastel blues all the
strictly implies blue sapphires. Those of all  way through to the depths of midnight
other colours are assigned a colour prefix —  blue, the most beautiful blue sapphire

pink sapphires, purple sapphires; collectively  colours and the highest values sit in the

termed ‘Fancy Sapphires’. middle of the range.
With the exception of the rare and Other typically blue gems include the
collectable padparadscha sapphires, blue aquamarine and turquoise, among others.
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17. Hand-cut lapis lazuli ring with
rosecut diamonds in oxidised silver, Lotus
Arts de Vivre; 18. Indi necklace in 18K gold
set with tanzanite, rose-cut diamonds, iolite,
sapphires and micromosaic, Le Sibille,

19. Gold rings and earring set with diamonds
and tanzanite, TanZgems

INDIGO
Similar to
blue, indigo
symbolises
endurance and
loyalty. Indigo
gemstones like
lapis lazuli and
tanzanite are usually :? b g 6
given away as gifts to “ 3 .
long-lasting friends and 1{

lovers.

The name lapis lazuli is said to originate
from the Latin ‘lapis’ (stone) and the Arabic
word ‘azul’, which describes all shades of
blue. The colour of lapis lazuli was popular
amongst the grand old masters of art.
Today, the blue pigment is still applied to
restore and renovate historical colours.

Rarer than diamonds, emeralds and
sapphires, tanzanite has become one of
the must-have coloured stones for women.
Variable from strong blue violet to a highly-
saturated sapphire blue, the richer the
tanzanite’s colour, the more valuable the
stone. Generally, the demand is for stones
showing the least violet.
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VIOLET

47 Violet has always been a symbol of
f’f royalty, nobility and wisdom. Purple gems
like amethyst and purple sapphires are
likewise symbols of royalty.

Amethysts range from pale lilac to

dark purple, and the deep colours are
the most valuable. It was a favourite of
Egyptian royalty, and is currently featured
on the British Crown Jewels. The stone

is said to have derived its name from

the Greek word ‘amethystos’, which

can be translated as ‘not drunken’.

The name given to the stone stems
from the curious belief that it could
prevent the wearer from excessive alcohol
consumption. Amethyst was also thought
to encourage celibacy and piety. Therefore,
it was extremely important in the
ornamentation of Catholic churches during
the Middle Ages, and was considered to be
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20. Modigliani ring in amethyst, citrine, .
gold and diamonds from Sanalitro; 21. Sweet circle pendant the stone of bishops.

in gold, diamonds and amethysts with purple-coloured scarf : :
made of silver from Calgaro; 22. Amethyst ring in white gold Prized by collectors, purple sapphlres

and diamonds by the winner of the offer the consumer excellent value over
2005 Rotary Jewellery Design Competition sponsored . i
by Larry Jewelry and Golay blue, pink and padparadscha sapphires. BJ
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