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The increasingly sophisticated taste of
travellers has dramatically transformed
the tourism and hospitality scene.
Sightseeing these days is no longer about
cramming the most number of tourist
attractions in a day; and accommodation
is no longer about just having a roof over
one’s head for the night, or star-studded
treatment. Rather, be it for vacation or
business, travels are about experiencing
the unique to stimulate all of one’s five
senses. And the most memorable trips
are those that offer out-of-this-world
encounters that leave us spiritually
refreshed and inspired.

So how can one achieve that holistic
holiday experience where sensual sights
are matched by equally sensual stays?

Well, there’s a new breed of hoteliers in
town — boutique hoteliers. They come
from myriad backgrounds and have
injected fresh perspectives to-traditional
ideas of what hotels should be. With
entrepreneurial foresight, they have

applied these perspectives to differentiate

their businesses in the competitive‘
accommodation, as well as fQod and
beverage, industries. And the result is
the creation of signature ambience and
a distinctive suite of services unique to
each property.

Many of these buildings were purchased
as outdated hotels, abandoned mansions
or consecutive units in a row of derelict
heritage shophouses. To draw out the
full potential of these properties and their
locale, the new owners had engéged
bold designers who dared to think out of
the box. '

Singapore is becoming an interesting place for people looking for accommodation with a difference. Karen Ralls-Tan
scoured the island and discovered three unique places to hang your bags when paying a visit.

This bold approach is paying off as many
of these boutique hotels continue to gain
popularity ameng travellers. Along the
way, they have also bagged prestigious
awards in various industries — tourism,
hospitality, fine dining, service, and interior
design.

Found island-wide, boutique hotels are
often nestled in the very heart of places
of interest such as Orchard Road,
Chinatown and Little India, and
conveniently a stone’s throw away from
Singapore’s efficient public transport
system. What more could one ask for?

Luxurious as they sound, these hotels

- cater to those ranging from the budget-

conscious to aristocrats. - To help wade
through this eclectic mix, here’s a peek
into three very different boutique hotels
that are as much destinations as they
are places to put your heads at night.




After sunset, head for the rooftop where a spectacular sight
awaits — old-fashioned low buildings juxtaposed against a
backdrop of modern skyscrapers. Here, guests can lounge on
cushioned wooden fumiture, under matching-beige square tents,
and dine on the Mediterranean cuisine of the Breeze restaurant.

The Scarlet’s interior design is hint enough of its dedication to
pampering its guests.

[ Nothing was spared to make The Scarlet the talk of

Room rates range from $$220+++ to S$800+++. G e













